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Overview 
 
This pastoral guide is a collection of materials and resources prepared at the request of priests 
for guidance on how best to respond to questions from parish staff, parishioners, community 
members and others on the issue of clergy sexual abuse. The guide offers specific messages, 
suggested timeframes, and templates for parish-wide conversations. However, you know your 
parish communities best, so please use your prudent judgement on the timing and methods you 
use to address the topic within the context of the current life of your parish.  
 
We will update and recirculate this guide as additional resources are developed and welcome 
your input on additions and improvements.  

Messages 
You know your parishioners and their needs best. Below are messages that might be useful in 
your discussions with your parish.  
 
Message 1: Nothing is more important for the church than keeping young people safe.  
 

• I know how painful the failure to protect children has been for our parishioners. Sorrow, 
disgust, outrage — these are righteous feelings from people scandalized by the terrible 
reality that men who promised to protect their children, and strengthen their faith, have 
been responsible for wounding both.  
 

• The Archdiocese of Chicago is committed to the protection of children and youth. We 
maintain a comprehensive education program and perform background checks on every 
employee or volunteer who works with children. 
 

Message 2: In Chicago, our efforts to address clergy sexual abuse and provide support 
for victim-survivors go back nearly three decades. 
 

• In 1992, the Archdiocese of Chicago created the first-of-its-kind office of Victim Assistance 
Ministry to provide direct outreach and support to victim-survivors and their families, as 
well as established an independent office to receive allegations of abuse of minors by 
clergy. The archdiocese has reported every allegation of child sexual abuse has reported 
to civil authorities. They have been  
reported to civil authorities contemporaneously since 2002 and at that time all historical 
allegations were reported.  

 
• The archdiocese educates archdiocesan clergy, employees and volunteers on how to 

prevent child sexual abuse, how to recognize sex offender behavior and how to create 
safe environments for children and youth. Since 2003, 263,000 adults have been trained 
in 3,700 training sessions. 
 

• Archdiocesan parishes and schools provide age-appropriate training in each grade 
annually.to children and youth on how to recognize, resist and report grooming or abuse 
no matter where or by whom it occurs. It instills in them the knowledge that they have a 
right to be safe and, if that they don’t feel safe, they have a right to report. They are 
trained to talk to a trusted adult. Last year alone, 112,000 students were trained in 
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Catholic schools and parish religious education programs throughout Cook and Lake 
counties. 
 

• Since 2006, the archdiocese has been posting to its website the names of diocesan 
priests against whom there were substantiated allegations of child sexual abuse.  
 

• In 2014, the archdiocese released more than 20,000 pages from the files of the priests 
with substantiated allegations of abuse against minors. This material can also be viewed 
on the website.  
 
 

Message 3: This moment is a turning point for the Catholic church and we must use it to 
chart a fresh path for reconciliation.  
 

• We support Pope Francis’ efforts to create strong policies for dealing with those who 
abuse and those who enable or protect abusers, no matter their rank. 
 

• We believe we must eradicate the culture of power, privilege and self-protection that 
enables abuse to occur and remain hidden.  
 
Our commitment to preventing abuse, reaching out to victim-survivors and holding 
leaders accountable remains unwavering. This is why the archdiocese recently engaged 
an independent expert to assess our current policies, procedures and practices. We will 
share the results of this review and our plans to implement their recommendations in 
early 2019.  

 
• Please visit our website, heal.archchicago.org to learn more about what we do every day 

to prevent the sexual abuse of minors, provide assistance to victim-survivors, and hold 
church leaders accountable.  
 

 
Cardinal Cupich Statements and Commentary 
Examples of key messages as shared with the community include the following: 
 

• Cardinal Cupich Media Statements 
o 12/19: Statement on the Attorney General of Illinois Report on Clergy Sexual 

Abuse 
 

• Cardinal Cupich Chicago Catholic Commentary  

https://www.archchicago.org/statements
https://www.archchicago.org/en/statement/-/article/2018/12/19/statement-of-the-archdiocese-of-chicago-on-the-attorney-general-of-illinois-report-on-clergy-sexual-abuse
https://www.archchicago.org/en/statement/-/article/2018/12/19/statement-of-the-archdiocese-of-chicago-on-the-attorney-general-of-illinois-report-on-clergy-sexual-abuse
https://www.chicagocatholic.com/cardinal-blase-j.-cupich-index


 

4 
Archdiocese of Chicago Pastoral Guide 

Parishioner Discussion Guidance 
 
Again, please feel free to use the following material as you deem appropriate when talking 
about this difficult issue with your parishioners.  
 
General Guidance 
• In responding to letters, questions or conversations with parishioners, we encourage you to 

use personal stories that illustrate your ongoing commitment to addressing this issue and 
providing support to victim-survivors.  

• Offer to provide a forum for concerns to be shared and questions discussed (see listening 
session guidance on page 12).  

• The archdiocese will provide regular updates at https://heal.archchicago.org to keep the 
community informed of our progress and actions. Please share messages and updates 
promptly through parish bulletins and at Masses to ensure your parishioners and staff are 
aware of the latest information, (see a proposed communication cadence on page 9 as well 
as sample bulletin content).  
 

Information to Remember 
 

The following information is shared to include as you see fit in your personal responses to 
parishioner questions.  
 

• The pain that the scourge of abuse has caused victim-survivors, their families, and our 
parishioners and communities, may never be erased.  

• We hope you take some solace in knowing that the Archdiocese of Chicago has, for 
nearly three decades, been at the forefront of this issue, and remains deeply committed 
to preventing abuse and responding to it with actions that go beyond mere words.  

• Our work goes back to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin’s 1991 Special Commission that 
reviewed the archdiocese’s procedures for handling accusations of clergy sexual abuse 
and helped frame what were model policies.  

• Our journey to better understand and respond to clergy sexual abuse, and to support the 
psychological, emotional and spiritual healing of its victim-survivors, continues today. We 
will always stand ready to assist those affected by the horrific crime of sexual abuse. 

• To ensure our efforts remain both vigilant and current, we recently engaged an 
independent firm to assess our policies, procedures and practices. We will share the 
results of this review and our plans to implement their recommendations in early 2019.  

• Part of our work to rebuild the trust broken by this scandal involves regular 
communication. We will share updates regularly directly with you, as well as on our 
website https://heal.archchicago.org, to ensure everyone has the latest information.  

• A critical element to that communication is right here within our own parish. Please 
continue to share your thoughts, concerns and questions. We value every opportunity to 
hear from you. 

• Together, we can enter into prayer for victim-survivors, their families and all those who 
have suffered [share with your parishioners the ways in which you, personally, have or 
currently atone for the sins of the church and ways in which you continue to invite the 
parish as a whole to offer up prayers and devotions for healing] 

https://heal.archchicago.org/
https://heal.archchicago.org/
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Available Resources 
 
Website: https://heal.archchicago.org/ 
 
We created this page to share the actions the Archdiocese of Chicago has taken, as well as our 
ongoing work to address clergy sexual abuse, ensure leadership accountability and protect and 
support victim-survivors and their loved ones. The page includes detailed information, including 
resources for victim-survivors, instructions for reporting a sexual abuse allegation, frequently 
asked questions about the independent review of our policies, procedures and practices, as well 
as public statements made by Cardinal Cupich and other church leaders. 
 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth (OPCY) 
 
Created in 2003, OPCY brings together various ministries within the archdiocese dedicated to 
ensuring the archdiocese is a safe place for children and for healing those who have been 
harmed. Yet, many people within the archdiocese remain unaware of the Office, its ministry, and 
its resources. As you will see in the following section, there is a proposed method by which we 
can share information about OPCY with more people, on a regular basis, in order to better 
reach those in need. 
 
Office for Assistance Ministry (OAM) personnel reach out and extend supportive services to 
victim-survivors from the moment they come forward with an allegation of clergy sexual abuse. 
This includes traveling throughout the country to meet with and listen to victim-survivors. OAM 
personnel also provide the opportunity for victim-survivors to receive independent professional 
counseling from fully accredited therapists.  
 
Additionally, OAM personnel work in collaboration with victims-survivors to respond to their 
need for healing. This has led to the development of the Healing Garden, an annual Mass for 
Hope and Healing, Pinwheel Service for Child Abuse Prevention, victim-survivor-led peace 
circles, and the Healing Voices magazine. To date, OAM personnel have served more than 400 
victim-survivors and family members. 
 
Office of Child Abuse Investigation and Review (CAIR) is headed by a lay professional who 
provides a compassionate and thorough process for receiving and investigating reports of child 
abuse against archdiocesan personnel. Archdiocese personnel notify public authorities of all 
reports of the sexual abuse of minors, regardless of legal requirements.  

• The Director of CAIR serves as staff for the Independent Review Board which is an 
advisory board for the Cardinal. The Board’s main charges are ensuring the safety of 
children and determining a cleric’s fitness for ministry. More than 230 Board meetings 
have been held. 

 
Safe Environment Office (SEO) personnel provide resources to educate archdiocesan clergy, 
employees and volunteers on how to prevent child sexual abuse, how to recognize sex offender 
behavior and how to create safe environments for children and youth. 
 
Since 2003, more than 263,000 adults in the archdiocese have been trained in 3,700 training 
sessions. 

• Archdiocesan parishes and schools are required to provide valuable training to children 
and youth on how to recognize, resist, respond and report grooming or abuse. 

https://heal.archchicago.org/
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• SEO personnel also screen, through name-based background checks, all clergy, 
employees and volunteers. Office personnel also receive and review fingerprint results 
for school personnel.  

• All employees and volunteers who work with children and youth in the archdiocese must 
submit a CANTS (Child Abuse and Neglect Tracking Systems) Form. 

• All employees and volunteers in the archdiocese must abide by the archdiocese’s Code 
of Conduct. 

• The archdiocese requires Mandated Reporter Training for all clergy, school personnel, 
religious education personnel, youth ministers and coaches as part of the archdiocese’s 
Safe Environment Compliance. 

 
Priest Monitoring Program is the Archdiocese of Chicago’s stringent monitoring program of 
clergy with substantiated cases of sexual abuse against them. These men have been withdrawn 
from ministry and are prohibited from presenting themselves as priests. They are required to 
comply with numerous restrictions to provide safety for the community, the program participants, 
and the church. 
 
Contact Information 
 
The Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Contact: 312-534-5254 
 
OPCY Pamphlet  
 
Embedded is a two-page document that outlines our historical response and actions related to 
this issue. Please use these materials as you speak with parishioners and all who come to you 
with concerns about this painful subject.  
 

AOC response 
2018.pdf

 
 
 
  
Double click on the PDF image above to open the 
OPCY document. 
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Cadence for Ongoing Communications 
 
Knowing how and when to address this painful subject is not easy. The People of God need to 
be informed and understand that both the archdiocese and their local pastors are keeping the 
lines of communication open. We know there are many demands on your time and have created 
sample bulletin content and a proposed messaging schedule to help you maintain regular 
communications on this topic with your parish. 
 
Sample Bulletin Content 
Once per month, please include contact information and details on the OPCY, the resources 
available to victim-survivors, and the contact information for reporting abuse. Below are sample 
bulletin messages for your consideration.     

 
 
 
 

 
 
Reporting Child Abuse 
Victim-survivors of clergy sex abuse have the right to report their stories. We are here to help, 
listen, and connect them with the right services. Report all allegations concerning the abuse and/or 
neglect of minors to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) Hotline (1-800-
25-ABUSE) and/or the local police department first before reaching out to the Archdiocese of 
Chicago Office for the Protection of Children and Youth (OPCY). To report historical abuse in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, please contact OPCY at 312.534.5254. We also encourage victim-survivors 
to connect directly with leaders from the Office of Assistance Ministry, a division of the OPCY that 
provides care, support and resources to victim/survivors of clerical sexual abuse, and their loved 
ones, in their efforts to achieve psychological, emotional and spiritual healing. 
 

 
 
The Archdiocese created https://heal.archchicago.org/ to share the actions we have taken, as well 
as our ongoing work to address clergy sexual abuse, ensure leadership accountability and protect 
and support victim-survivors and their loved ones. The website includes resources for victim-
survivors, instructions for reporting a sexual abuse allegation, frequently asked questions about our 
policies, procedures and practices, as well as public statements made by Cardinal Cupich and other 
church leaders. 

https://heal.archchicago.org/
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Office of Assistance Ministry  
This Office provides pastoral care, support and resources to victim-survivors of clerical sexual 
abuse, and their loved ones, in their efforts to achieve psychological, emotional and spiritual 
healing. Since its creation as one of the first victim assistance ministries in the United States, the 
Office of Assistance Ministry has provided services and support to more than 400 victims-survivors 
and their family members. After an allegation is made, the office offers a variety of services 
including counseling, spiritual direction, support groups and other social services to support them 
with their healing process. Please visit https://protect.archchicago.org/ to learn more or contact 
Director Thomas P. Tharayil, LCSW, BCD at 312.534.8267 or ttharayil@archchicago.org and 
Assistant Director Ruth Robinson, BSW at 312.534.8256 or rurobinson@archchicago.org.  

 
 
Compliance Training  
The Archdiocese of Chicago requires its parishes and schools to provide training in sexual abuse 
prevention to children and youth in schools and programs annually. This important training is 
designed to educate children and youth on how to recognize and report abuse, and is age-
appropriate, research-based and straightforward. It’s important to note that the below programs 
are not sex education courses, rather sexual abuse prevention training that encourages 
children/youth to disclose abuse, neglect or any troubling information to a safe adult, particularly 
their parent(s). Visit https://protect.archchicago.org/ to learn more about our current programs 
including: 
• Praesidium's Called to Protect 
• VIRTUS Teaching Touching Safety 
• National Center for Missing & Exploited Children’s Kids Smartz 
• RCL Benziger's Family Life Program 
• Child Lures Prevention  

https://protect.archchicago.org/
mailto:ttharayil@archchicago.org
mailto:rurobinson@archchicago.org
https://protect.archchicago.org/
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Proposed Calendar of Communications 
 
Your pastoral instincts and prudent judgement will guide your approach to timing and methods 
to address this important subject with your parishioners. Offered below is proposed timing to 
consider based on predictable events likely occupying the hearts and minds of the faithful.  We 
will update this outline as additional details, announcements or updates are available. 
 

 
February 

• Ahead of the global February summit (Feb. 21-24), prepare a homily or message asking 
parishioners for prayers and guidance as the leaders of the world’s bishop’s conferences 
gather to discuss clergy sex abuse.  

• Share any available updates related to the independent review of our current policies or 
details about our historical actions to address this important issue.  

 
March  

• As the church moves into the Lenten season, ask parishioners to continue to pray for the 
well-being of victim-survivors and for the Lord’s continued guidance over the Catholic 
Church’s work to address clergy sex abuse.  

 
April  

• In recognition of National Child Abuse Awareness Month, consider having a 
representative from OPCY share a message during Mass, hold an informational meeting 
during the month and/or include the OPCY brochure (found on page 6 of this guide) in 
your regular parish newsletter.  

 
May 

• Prepare a homily honoring God’s strength and renewing love and asking for continued 
strength and support of victim-survivors and for those who are working to address clergy 
sexual abuse.  

 
June  

• Tentative: Share an update ahead of, or after, actions taken at the June USCCB meeting  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Below are anticipated questions with answers. This material may be helpful in developing a 
response to parishioner concerns and preparing a listening session or parish meeting. 
 
What is the archdiocese doing? 
 
We have done much over nearly three decades in Chicago to prevent clergy sexual abuse and 
provide support for victims and we remain committed to holding everyone accountable for failure 
to protect minors and vulnerable adults. We continue to report all allegations of child sexual 
abuse to civil authorities and to offer assistance to victim-survivors and their families. And we 
conduct comprehensive education and screening programs. 
 
Yet in this moment we must work to ensure our procedures are strong enough to keep our 
young people safe and ensure all are accountable. To ensure our efforts remain both vigilant 
and current, we recently engaged an independent firm to assess our policies, procedures and 
practices. We will share the results of this review and our plans to implement their 
recommendations in early 2019.  
 
How is this different from what you’ve already done? 
 
We have spent decades implementing procedures that prevent abuse and provide resources to 
victim-survivors, procedures that in many ways set the bar nationally and internationally. 
However, it is clear that in this moment we must invite the fresh eyes of an independent expert 
to review our policies, procedures and practices comprehensively.  
 
How will you hold church leadership accountable? 
 
As we have for many years, we will continue to report all sexual abuse of minors to the proper 
civil authorities. When church leaders, including bishops, fail in their sacred duty to protect those 
entrusted to their care, we will press for their removal from ministry. We will also continue our 
practice of listing the names of priests with substantiated allegations of child sexual abuse on 
our website. In addition, we are conducting a review of religious order members residing in the 
archdiocese. 
 
Whom is the archdiocese hiring to review its policies, procedures and practices in this 
area and make recommendations? 
 
We hired a firm headed by Dr. Monica Applewhite, a leading expert with more than 20 years of 
experience in the protection of children, youth and vulnerable adults. They will complete their 
work by the end of January. As we have in the past, we will publicly share the findings of the 
independent report and the steps we are taking to implement its recommendations.   
 
How will you listen to victim-survivors? 
 
We will continue our efforts to support victim-survivors through our Office for Assistance 
Ministry, as we have since 1992. We will also develop a model of authentic healing based on 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and invite the broader community, especially those 
involved in child care and education, to join us in this effort to bring healing to all victim survivors 
of child abuse. This model was used in South Africa after the end of apartheid and in other 
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cases of grave injustice. It gives victims of human rights violations the opportunity to share their 
experiences and begin the healing process through forgiveness and reconciliation. We will 
provide more details about this endeavor soon. 
 
What’s your response to the recent lawsuit against all Illinois bishops and diocese 
alleging the church is a public nuisance for concealing information on abusive priests? 
 
We do not believe the case has merit and are actively defending it.  Since 2006, the 
Archdiocese of Chicago published on its website the names of diocesan priests against whom 
there was even one substantiated allegation of child sexual abuse that came forward while the 
priest was alive. We recently updated the list to include four diocesan priests with substantiated 
allegations that came forward after the priest died, two deacons, two extern priests and two 
order priests whose allegations were substantiated in past decades by our review board or 
another diocesan process. The allegations against the priests added were previously reported 
to civil authorities. The list can be found at protect.archchicago.org. 
 
In 2014, the Archdiocese of Chicago released more than 20,000 pages from the files of the 
priests with substantiated allegations of abuse against them. These documents can also be 
viewed via our website.  
 
How do you respond to calls for women priests and allowing priests to be married? 
 
The Holy Father has said he is open to studying other models of priesthood and the deaconate 
and Cardinal Cupich has said he will follow whatever path the Holy Spirit leads the church.  
 
Are Bishops covering up clergy sexual abuse because they are unwilling to address the 
root cause of sexual immorality within the priesthood, including homosexual and 
noncelibate behavior? 
 
No. Academic research, including the study released by the John Jay School of Criminal Justice 
in 2011, has established that there is no clinical data to support the hypothesis that priests with 
homosexual orientation or behavior are more likely to sexually abuse children than those with 
heterosexual orientation or behavior. The Australian Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse recently conducted research into this topic and reached the 
same conclusion. People, whether heterosexual or homosexual, need to live by the Gospel. 
 
The root cause of this evil is a culture of privilege and self-protection that enabled abuse in the 
past. We are committed to rooting out this culture, and instead strengthening a culture of 
accountability. We will continue reporting all accusations of child sexual abuse to the civil 
authorities, extending our victim-assistance ministry to all who come forward, listing the names 
of priests with substantiated abuse allegations on our website, and training thousands of adults 
and children every year on how to recognize, resist and report abuse.  
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Listening Session Guidance 
 
 
Many pastors have already conducted listening sessions and identified an approach that works 
for their parish communities. For those that have not, and would like assistance, the format 
below is one approach that has worked for other parishes and may help guide the development 
of a listening session. Please adjust to meet the needs of your parish and parishioners.   
 
Suggested Moderator: You may consider asking a representative from the Office of Protection 
of Children and Youth (OPCY), or a member of your parish who has the skills to moderate 
potentially contentious discussions in a way that is respectful, inclusive, thoughtful and 
considerate, to serve as the moderator.  
 
Where: Church or church meeting room, depending on the anticipated number of attendees. 
Hosting within the church provides a more spiritual and prayerful setting. 
 
Archdiocese Representative: It has been helpful to invite the: 

• Vicariate bishop and/or vicariate dean 
 

Roles and Responsibilities: 
Specific roles and responsibilities are suggested below: 

• Pastor: 
o Open the meeting with a prayer 
o Welcome all in attendance 
o Introduce other attendees as appropriate (i.e. Auxiliary Bishop, OPCY 

representative, any archdiocese representative, Vicariate Bishop, etc.)   
o Close the meeting 

• Auxiliary or Vicariate Bishop: 
o Provide a 5-7-minute update on recent archdiocese actions, other news, etc.  
o In some listening sessions, the Bishop or Dean has provided the opening or 

closing prayers.  
• OPCY:  

o Speak for 3-5 minutes on the role of the OPCY  
o Provide overview of AoC’s response and resources available to victim-survivors, 

trainings, etc. 
o Respond to questions  

• Facilitator/Moderator: 
o Introduce yourself and role for the listening session 
o Discuss ground rules, time limits and format of the listening session 
o Take notes and write session summary.  

 
When: It is helpful to schedule a listening session at least two weeks in advance to allow time to 
communicate and for parishioners to make plans to attend. The specific timing is determined by 
your parish schedule and participant preferences.  
 
Length: Most sessions have lasted between 60 – 90 minutes  
 
Sample Listening Session Format 

• Opening prayer or a relevant reading/song by the Pastor or other selected individual.  
• Introduction/word of welcome by the Pastor or resident (based on preference).  
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• Brief word from OPCY representative, if available to attend. 
• If an Auxiliary Bishop is attending, he may want to speak for 5-7minutes using the 

messaging provided above 
• 30 -45 minutes open floor to attendees 

o Allow attendees 3 minutes each to speak. The facilitator is in charge of keeping 
time and keeping the session moving forward.  

o If questions are asked, it has been effective to write down all the questions and 
then, at the end, answer them. This also allows the questions to be answered by 
categories, and additional contextual information may be added, if useful.  

• Thank you from the Pastor or the Bishop.  
• Closing liturgy/song 

 
Facilitator Guidelines 
 
Below are some suggested items for listening session facilitators/moderators.  

• Review guidelines at the beginning of the meeting, including the length of time available 
and the format for comments or asking questions. 

o Use a 3-minute time limit per person. 
o Only the person using the microphone, or who has been called on, should be 

speaking.  
o Once all those who want to speak have been given an opportunity, and there is 

time remaining, then you may want to invite those who have already spoken to 
speak again.  

• Encourage open, independent dialogue. 
• Ensure participants stay within the 3-minute time limit. 
• Be alert to the group dynamics and encourage reflection. 
• Show respect for different viewpoints. 
• Ask someone to take notes. After the session, write a summary of concerns and note 

any questions that require follow up. 
 
Scenario Guidance  
 
If conversation stalls: 
 
If conversation stalls or participants are hesitant to speak up, following are some sample 
questions to initiate the discussion: 

• What are two or three important things you want church leadership to be aware of? 
• What would you like to share with us, or your fellow parishioners, today? 
• What currently is affecting your relationship and connection to the church? 

 
If a participant won’t stop talking or interrupts other speakers: 
 
If a participant won’t stop talking or is interrupting others, you may want to consider the 
following: 

• The facilitator could acknowledge that it sounds like what the person has to say is 
important and may require more time.  The facilitator could then extend an invitation for 
the person to talk to someone after the meeting, which would allow the person to be 
heard more fully and to allow others that want to talk an opportunity to be heard. 
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Do Not: 
• Compete with difficult individuals. 
• Become defensive.  
• Express anger. 
• Be disrespectful.  

 
 

Peace Circles 
 
Peace Circles are another method that has been used at parishes across the archdiocese. 
These are another ministerial approach to create spaces for hope and healing. The Office of 
Human Dignity and Solidarity has resources, training and other assistance available to 
introduce the concept of peace circles to priests. For additional information, please review the 
flyer below or call 312-534-5393.  
 

Peace Circle 
Concept.pdf

 
 

 
  
Announcement Template 
 
Below is sample language to announce an upcoming listening session in your parish newsletter, 
bulletin or email. Please customize and revise as needed. 
 
Dear Parishioner, 
 
The scourge of clergy sexual abuse weighs heavily on all our hearts and minds. As we pray 
every day for victim-survivors, we also want to hear your concerns, answer your questions and 
share more on how the archdiocese is responding to this issue.   
 
[Priest/Pastor/Parish] will host a listening session on [day/date] at [time] at [parish]. 
 
[If OPCY member able to attend:] Also attending this session will be a member of the 
archdiocese’s Office for the Protection of Children and Youth. They will share an update on the 
actions the archdiocese has taken, and the archdiocese’s response to the abuse crisis which 
goes back to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin’s 1991 Special Commission that reviewed the 
archdiocese’s procedures for handling accusations of clergy sexual abuse. 
 
If you are unable to attend this listening session, it’s still very important that we hear from you. 
Please email [email address] with your concerns, questions and feedback. 
 
We look forward to this opportunity to gather with you. Please join us in prayer as we continue 
to listen and lead a response to clergy sexual abuse that is accountable and transparent.  
 

Double click on the PDF image above to open the 
Peace Circle document. 
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Follow-up Checklist  
 
 Thank you note/letter to attendees 
 Include summary in church bulletin or on website and mention the event at the next 

Mass or prayer service 
 Follow up with individuals who were not in attendance   
 Send summary and key takeaways, if you would like, to Mary Jane Doerr in OPCY so 

the archdiocese remains aware of what you are hearing from parishioners and can help 
respond, as appropriate.  
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